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REMARKS 

Claims 2-3 have been canceled. Claims 1, 4, 8 r and 10 have been amended. Claims 1 
and 4-15 are pending in the case. Further examination and reconsideration of pending claims 1 
and 4-15 are hereby respectfully requested. 

Section 103(a) Rejections 

Claims 1 and 2 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,797,975 to Nishiyama et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,661,850 to Solarz. 

To expedite prosecution, independent claim 1 has been amended to include the allowed 
subject matter from claim 3 and intervening claim 2 thereby rendering rejections of claim 1 moot. 
Claim 2 was, therefore, canceled thereby rendering its rejection moot 

In light of the form amendments to claim 1 , which now contains allowable subject matter, 
Applicant respectfully requests removal of the § 103 rejections of claim 1. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 14-15 were allowed. Claims 3-13 were objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but were deemed allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. As noted above, the allowable 
subject matter of claim 3 and intervening claim 2 was incorporated into independent claim 1. 
Applicants sincerely appreciate the Examiner's recognition of allowable subject matter in these 
claims and await allowance of the remaining claims in the case. 

CONCLUSION 

This response constitutes a complete response to all issues raised in the Office Action 
mailed December 1 , 2005. In addition, the art cited but not relied upon is not believed to be 
pertirtent to the patentability of the present claims. In view of the remarks presented herein, 
Applicants assert that pending claims 1 and 4-15 are in condition for allowance. If the Examiner 


5n1" 6^237586 Response to Office Action mailed 1 2/1/05 *~ p age 6 c 

PAGE 6/7 * RCVD AT 3/1/2006 2:20:36 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:512 703 1250 * DURATION (mm-ss):0S-06 


HAR-01-2006 WED 01:20 PM Daffer HcDaniel LLP 


FAX NO. 512 703 1250 


P. 


has any questions, comments, or suggestions, the undersigned earnestly requests a telephone 


The Commissioner is authorized to charge any required fees and credit any overpayment 
to deposit account number 50-3268/5589-1 1400. 


Daffer McDaniel LLP 
P.O. Box 684908 
Austin, TX 78768^908 
Ph: (512) 476-1400 
Date: 3-\-o(j> 


conference. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ann Marie Mewherter 
Reg. No. 50,484 
Agent for Applicant(s) 
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